
 
 

Class Association Information Sheet 
Welcome to the 2021 Supernova National Championships supported by Hartley Boats and Allen. We 

are all pleased to be at Plymouth particularly after the disappointment of last year and both 

Plymouth Youth Sailing, The Mount Batten Centre and the Class Association are doing all we can to 

make a successful and enjoyable event for everyone. 

We had hoped that we would have been able to host an event with the sailing and social programme 

that we have come to enjoy over last few years, but the latest government announcement means 

we cannot return to that format this year. As such some activities will be able to continue as always, 

but others will need to be scaled back. 

It is very important to remember that not everyone will be vaccinated at the time of the event 

whether that be as a result of age, medical condition or personal choice. As such please be 

considerate of your fellow helms and the events organisers. Whilst we enjoy an outdoor sport and 

sail alone it can be all too easy to forget the need to socially distance and limit group sizes as we 

meet our friends. We would urge all participants to do their upmost to follow the national guidance 

and continue with any routine testing you are doing through the event. 

On arrival you will be asked to make a declaration that to the best of your knowledge you are covid 

“negative”.  

We must thank our generous sponsors at Hartley Boats and Allen, the support provided allowed 

helms to port their entry from 2020 and gave assistance with prizes and clothing, and this must be 

recognised. Without organisations supporting us we would not be able to offer the competitive 

entry fees and number of prizes that we presently do.  

Programme  

Mount Batten Centre will be open and ready to receive us on Thursday 1st July, and many people will 

want to arrive early to get set up however there is some degree of organising required before you 

arrive. Therefore, please do NOT arrive before 12:00 on Thursday to allow the organisers time to 

prepare for you. 

Racing will commence on Friday as originally planned, full details can be found in the notice of race 

which can be accessed on the Supernova website. 

A virtual briefing will be provided by Plymouth Youth Sailing and the Class Association, but to assist, 

at this time is it anticipated that the racing area will be outside Plymouth Sound, we will be using a 

trapezoidal course with an outer loop, and gate starts. For those of you who have not experienced a 

gate start before there are several good examples on youtube which can explain the basics. It is not 

anticipated that any further briefing will be provided unless circumstances change. 

The social programme must be restrained this year, efforts are being made to address on site 

catering but inevitably this cannot result in a everyone being in the same space, with 126 helms and 

supporters expected we are a large group and we will need to be split into smaller parties to allow 

catering to take place. The staff at Mount Batten are currently reviewing their options to allow 



 
 

everyone to be fed in as efficient way as possible. this is a significant challenge for the organisers. I 

hope you will be able to attend on the Friday evening, as this is when we’ll be undertaking the prize 

draw for a new sail and cover. Catering will be available on other days recognising the limitations of 

a table service you should give consideration to where you might eat to enable booking. Further 

details will be provided when they are available.  

Preparation 

You are likely to be on the water for several hours, as such you should ensure you are prepared with 

sufficient food and drink for the day. You are also advised to ensure you have ensured your boat is 

suitably maintained in the run up to the event. You should note the trash disposal clause in the RRS 

and SI’s.  

You will all be familiar with the need to reduce plastic waste, so you are asked to bring reusable 

bottles. Hydration Stations will be available on the site, and there are recycling points on site to 

allow you to dispose of any items that you cannot reuse.  

Tally. 

You will receive a tally number, this will coincide with your dinghy park storage area. You must tally 

in before launching and out on recovery. The implications of not doing so are very serious in 

maintaining your safety on the water, as such there is a fine for non compliance.  

Should you indemnify that your details are not correct ie Sail Number, fleet or age category please 

email shawley1133@gmail.com with your correction.  

Buddy Groups. 

We have supported our helms for many years with a buddy group system, this means that we have 

grouped you into tribes of 10 people comprising of gold, silver and bronze helms. The Supernova 

Class has always been very good at supporting each other and we ask you to continue to help your 

fellow buddies. You may have questions about the start line or wave conditions and the more 

experienced members of the group will be happy to help if they can, please don’t be afraid to ask.  

Thursday Hints and Tips. 

For several years now Cliff and Gavin have kindly given up their time to offer words of wisdom on 

the night before the event. Whilst we would like to accommodate this, restrictions on group sizes 

limit our ability. As such these sessions will not occur this year so please turn to your gold fleet 

“buddies” who would be happy to offer help.  

Sailing 

Sponsorship. 

The generous support has allowed us to provide every helm with a Shackle key and rash vest to 

celebrate this event. There is a supporting note detailing how our sponsors are to be recognised 

whilst at the event, but in particular I would draw your attention to clause 20 of the sailing 

instructions. These provisions require the rash vest to be worn (the correct way round) at all times 
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when racing on the outside of all other clothing and your Personal Floatation Device. The penalty for 

not complying will be disqualification from the race where it is not worn. 

You will be able to collect your welcome pack on Thursday and Friday. There is no further formal 

registration, but you will be “booked” in when you collect you pack. 

The gold fleet list will be extended to a 3-year window as a short-term measure to recognise the loss 

of the 2020 event.  

You are also reminded of the Class Rules dated 30th September 2019 which are on the Supernova 

website and you must ensure you are compliant. An example of a reoccurring problem is sail number 

colours which must be black, this is so you can be easily identified on the water. Please take the time 

to refresh yourself on these before you arrive. A link to the rules can is provided below. 

supernova_class_rules_v7.0.pdf (supernovadinghy.org) 

Launching 

There are a lot of boats to launch, therefore to limit the number of helms on the slipway and to get 

us all away efficiently please do not bring your boat to the launching area until you are called. We 

will do this in the buddy groups. Given the large number of use we will ask you to help each other in 

launching, and may ask adjoining buddy groups to help with trolly recover and storage to speed 

matters along. We will advise on this once the buddy groups are marked out and we can understand 

the position of the groups relative to the slipway.  

Please ensure your trolley is clearly labelled with your current sail number. 

Briefing. 

It is not practical to hold large scale briefing under the current circumstances, so a virtual briefing 

will be released before the event. Only updates to this will be conveyed at the event. You will not be 

provided with paper copies of documents as they are will be displaced on the official notice board 

and are available on the class association website.  

The Class Association Briefing can be found here https://youtu.be/6XEDs2E1qYI  

There is a whatsapp group setup to convey information just for this event. It is an information feed 

and as such you will only be able to receive updates. Please scan the QR code or follow the link 

below to join. This is not a substitute for the official notice board, but it is a quick way for us to 

update you on any changes to circumstance and share event information. 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/C7zkcYQmwKa5V8KCU8H44v  

https://www.supernovadinghy.org/files/uploads/classrules/supernova_class_rules_v7.0.pdf
https://youtu.be/6XEDs2E1qYI
https://chat.whatsapp.com/C7zkcYQmwKa5V8KCU8H44v


 
 

 



 
 

Finish.  

When you are ready to come ashore please follow the instructions of the beach master and their 

assistants. You cannot all recover at the same time but by holding back and waiting your turn the 

crew will get everyone off the water quickly. Again, please remember the social distancing 

requirements when you pack away for each day. 

Prize giving will take place on Sunday, again there will be a large gathering so you will need to be 

well spaced. The location and details of the prize giving will be conveyed to you on the day.  

If you have any problems of concerns throughout the regatta, please seek out a committee officer or 

someone from the organising authority and we will try to assist.  

 

We hope you have a great event and look forward to welcoming again at the 2022 National 

Championships. 

 

21st June 2021 


